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he particularly objected to the expulsion of the Jesuits. In
1933 he held up for some time the Bill dissolving the
religious orders and, in the same year, he had withdrawn
his confidence from the Premier, Senor Azana, despite the
fact that the latter had just received a very satisfactory vote
of confidence in the Cortes. The C.E.D.A. Party of Gil
Robles next provided him with a difficult problem : he
had either to dissolve Parliament or admit this clerical
Party to power ; but he was warned by the Left that the
admission of a disloyal Party would be regarded as treason.
The revolt in Asturias, with its heavy toll of casualties, a
severe loss of property and repercussions in many parts of
Spain followed. When Senor Lerroux succeeded in stamp-
ing out that revolt, and evidence was forthcoming of the
brutally extreme measures used to this end, the President
had turned a deaf ear to all such reports. In January 1935
he had spoken in the Cortes concerning the necessity for a
fundamental reform of the Constitution, and this, coming
from a man who had sworn his allegiance to the Con-
stitution, attracted much criticism. In the recent elections,
members of all Parties proclaimed that the Catholic re-
actionary Alcala Zamora must go, and, when the new
Cabinet was formed, his relations with it became im-
possible.
It was soon clear that the election of a new President
would not be an easy matter. In the first place, it was
difficult to find a man whose political opinions would be
tolerable and who, at the same time, would have the
wisdom to hold the political balance, and, in a sense, replace
a Second Chamber.
On 26th April the 473 Compromisarios were elected to
co-operate with Members of Parliament in the election of
a new President. The results were as follows: Left 372